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The Chapman Estate, a glorious gem on the Central Coast, is available for 
private event bookings through the Chapman Estate Foundation and the City 
of Pismo Beach.  Events at the Estate are restricted by the provisions of a 
Conditional Use Permit that ensures sensitivity to neighboring residents of the 
Estate.  Therefore, small intimate gatherings are best suited for the property. 

A limited number of private events are authorized by the City and by the 
provisions of the Conditional Use Permit each year.  Multiple outside venue 
areas are available on the Estate property, including the garden koi pond area, 
the begonia house, and the front lawn areas.  Events in these outdoor venues 
may be scheduled between April and October each year.  These areas can host 
up to 50 guests in beautiful blufftop, garden settings with the unique backdrop 
of the Estate’s iconic windmill. 

Events may be held between 11:00 am and 8:00 pm, with early access to the 
property for set up between 9:00 and 11:00 am. And tear down and clean-up 
completed no later than 8:30 pm.  Accommodations can be made for rental 
delivery and set-up and tear-down before and after the event day in some 
cases. 

The Estate has very limited availability for groups of over 50, which require a 
City Special Use Permit and offsite parking and shuttle arrangements. 

The Estate dining room is also available for private catered dinners.  Events 
within the house may be scheduled year-round. 

Please refer to the Pricing Schedule for the rates for each of these venue 
options.  Discounted fees are offered to Pismo Beach residents.  General 
Liability Insurance is required for all bookings in addition to the venue fee, as 
well as a cleaning deposit.  Catering, decorations, and event planning costs are 
paid directly by the reserving party to their selected vendors.  Vendors must 
be licensed and insured and hold a Pismo Beach business license. 



 
Music 

Only live music is permitted at the Chapman Estate for private events.  Any 
amplification is required to face the ocean to avoid any noise disturbances for 
the neighborhood.  The City’s sound ordinance limits amplification to 50 dBA.  
DJs with amplified music and light displays are not permitted at the Estate. 

Use of Electricity 

Use of electricity is available from multiple sources on the Estate and should be 
sufficient for most private event uses.  Fees for use of electricity may apply to 
events of over 50.  Reference the provisions of your Special Event Permit. 

Only 110 volt electricity is available, and organizers are expected to supply 
their own 12 gage commercial grade cords.  Generators are not allowed on the 
property. 

Restrooms 

The Estate has two accessible restrooms available for private event use. 

Service Work Room 

A “butler’s pantry” staging room is available for use as a prep area for in-house 
dinners and may be reserved for access for outdoor events as well, if a caterer 
staging room is needed.  An additional use fee may apply.  This room includes 
a sink and refrigerator.  There is no stove and no cooking is allowed inside. 

Barbecue 

The Estate has a BBQ that may be reserved for use.  Additional fees may apply. 
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Disclosure of conditions 

Please be aware that the Estate is made up of structures and improvements that 
were originally constructed for private residential use, many of which are over or 
almost 100 years old.  Although many accessibility improvements have been 
made, including accessible restrooms, walkways and ramps, there are areas of 
the property that have uneven walking surfaces.  Stable walking shoes are 
recommended and care taken when walking through the property.  It is up to the 
party reserving the Estate to evaluate the various available siting locations on the 
property to assess and determine the suitability of the selected location(s) for 
their particular guests and function.  A written agreement that includes a hold 
harmless indemnity provision will be required in conjunction with all private event 
reservations. 



 




